The article analyses trends in territorial and commodity structure of the Slovak foreign agrarian trade. HS04, HS22 and HS 21 
Introduction
The last 20 years affected agricultural sector in many European countries including the members of the Visegrad Group. The volume of their agricultural production was significantly reduced, but the volume and value of their trade activities had been constantly growing (Bielik et al. 2010) . Agrarian trade of the Czech Republic and Slovakia has undergone very significant changes in the period since the break-up of Czechoslovakia up to the present, which have influenced its commodity and territorial structure. The process of dividing the state, building a new business structure and the EU accession influenced the current form of Czech and Slovak agricultural trade and also particularly the competitiveness of Czech and Slovak agricultural and foodstuff products in relation to the EU market and also in relation to the world market. The process of transformation of agricultural production and trade in both countries has also affected their relationships. For this reason, the primary objective of this paper is to highlight the changes that have occurred in relation to the Czech and Slovak agricultural trade performance development -and in particular the changes in the mutual export and import operations are analysed. During the period 1994-2010, agricultural exports from the Czech Republic to Slovakia became considerably more dynamic than those in the opposite direction. Czech agricultural and foodstuff products have gradually established themselves and have gained comparative advantages over Slovak agrarian production. As a result of this development, a gradual increase of the negative balance of Slovak agricultural trade has occurred in relation to the Czech Republic. Since the Slovak agrarian sector has in recent years significantly decreased its own production capacity, in the future a continuation of the current trend can be expected. (Bielik et al. 2013) The Slovak foreign agri-food trade has had an unsuitable development during the last years. The decreasing negative balance is presenting a threat in connection with the competitive commodities, which we can produce in the domestic agrarian market (Récky -Hambálková 2014).
Data and Methods

Materials and Methods
The aim of the article is to analyse trends in territorial and commodity structure of the Slovak foreign agrarian trade and to identify changes which have occurred during the last decade. The main emphasis has been put on the period after accession to the EU. Primarily such changes are identified, that occurred in relation to the EU-Member States and to third countries.
The article is based on data of the Eurostat. Analysed time series covers the period 2004 -2014, focused on territorial and commodity structure of the Slovak agricultural trade. The surveyed period was chosen due to the fact, that the Slovak Republic was not an EU-Member State early 2014 and has joined the EU on 1 st May. An analysis of the commodity structure is based on the international tariff nomenclature for the classification of product HS2. This system enables to classify commodity structures of the agricultural trade into 24 aggregations: To analyse an average growth rate within individual time series, the geometric mean of individual chain indices is used to sum the development trend for the whole surveyed period. Based on their averaging through the geometric mean, we can get the an average growth/decline in export or import value for the whole surveyed period. An advantage of the geometric mean is the fact that it considers both positive and negative increments. The calculation of the geometrical mean (%):
... 
where X represents exports, i is a country, j is a commodity (or industry), t is a set of commodities (or industries) and n is a set of countries. RCA1 measures a country's exports of a commodity (or industry) relative to its total exports and to the corresponding exports of a set of countries. A comparative advantage is "revealed", if RCA1 >1. If RCA1 is less than unity, the country is said to have a comparative disadvantage in the commodity / industry. An alternative RCA index is computed in order to make reference to the "own"country trade performance only. This type of measurement of a country's RCA recognizes the possibility of simultaneous exports and imports within a particular commodity / industry.
RCA2 = (Xij -Mij) / (Xij + Mij)
In the case of Equation , the index ratio ranges from -1 (Xij = 0 and revealed comparative disadvantage) to +1 (Mij = 0 and revealed comparative advantage). However, regarding RCA2, there exist ambiguities around zero values (Greenaway and Milner, 1993) . The Grubel-Lloyd index measures intra-industry trade of a particular product. It was introduced by Herb Grubel and Peter Lloyd in 1971.
GLI = ((Xij + Mij) -|Xij-Mij| ) / (Xij + Mij)
Values are from 0 to 1 If GLi = 1, there is only intra-industry trade, no inter-industry trade. Conversely, if GLi = 0, there is no intra-industry trade, only inter-industry trade. (Smutka, Belová, 2011 ).
Results and Discussion
Summarizing the development of the agricultural trade after the accession of the Slovak Republic to the EU, a positive and also negative trends can be seen. Agricultural exports increased more than doubled -from Euro 1 214.66 million in 2005 to more than Euro 2 749.23 million in 2014; imports also grew significantly from Euro 1 663.25 million to more than Euro 3 779.37 million in the same period. From the table 1 we can see, that the total turnover increased by 3 612.45 million Euro. Although the value of the Slovak agricultural trade grows very quickly, it is worth noting that agricultural trade represents only a marginal share of the total trade of the Slovak Republic. Higher dynamics in agricultural trade is mainly due to higher growth in prices of agricultural and food products, and by changing structure of the Slovak agricultural export with a higher proportion of semi-processed and finalized products. Negative trend is seen in the development of trade balance. From the table 2 we can see that in all analysed years the Slovak republic reached negative value. The development of the trade balance is represented in the figure 1. The value of the turnover is increasing every year (except the year 2014) and it increased by index 2.35.
The average annual growth rate of agricultural exports reached the level about 10.20 %, while the average annual growth rate of agricultural imports stood at 9.11%. It is worth to stress that the share of negative balance in the total value of foreign trade turnover is partly reducingfrom the maximum of about 18.56% (in 2004) to 16.50% at the year 2014. 
Trends in commodity structure of the Slovak agricultural foreign trade
The commodity structure of the Slovak agricultural trade has been developing very dynamically in recent years. The most important agricultural export aggregations are following: HS04 (Dairy produce; birds' eggs; natural honey), HS10 (Cereals), HS17 (Sugars and sugar confectionery) and HS12 (Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits). On other side the most important agricultural import aggregations are: HS02 (Meat and edible meat offal), HS04 (Dairy produce; birds' eggs; natural honey), HS22 (Beverages, spirits and vinegar) and HS21 (Miscellaneous edible preparations). The Slovak Republic has a positive trade balance in relation to commodity aggregations HS01. HS10, HS11, HS12 and HS17. Other commodity aggregations reached negative value of trade balance.
Trends in competitiveness of the Slovak agricultural foreign trade
Competitiveness of the Slovak agricultural export has been developed in long-term horizon. We used following indicators for the competitiveness evaluation: RCA1, RCA2, GLI and LFI indexes. Comparative advantages are achieved in case of aggregations: HS01 (Live animals), HS10 (Cereals), HS11 (Products of the milling industry; malt; starches; inulin; wheat gluten), HS 12 (Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits) and HS 17 (Sugars and sugar confectionery). 
Conclusion
Based on findings concerning the trends in commodity and territorial structure of the Slovak agricultural trade, following conclusions can be stated. The Slovak agricultural trade is developing very dynamically over time. Agricultural exports increased more than doubledfrom Euro 1 214.66 million in 2005 to more than Euro 2 749.23 million in 2014; imports also grew significantly from Euro 1 663.25 million to more than Euro 3 779.37 million in the same period. Negative trend is seen in the development of trade balance. The most important agricultural export aggregations are following: HS04 (Dairy produce; birds' eggs; natural honey), HS10 (Cereals), HS17 (Sugars and sugar confectionery) and HS12 (Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits). Comparative advantages are achieved in case of aggregations: HS01 (Live animals), HS10 (Cereals), HS11 (Products of the milling industry; malt; starches; inulin; wheat gluten), HS 12 (Oil seeds and oleaginous fruits) and HS 17 (Sugars and sugar confectionery).
